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On May 31st I received a telegram from the commander-in-chief con-
gratulating me upon success in locating and blockading the enemy's fleet
at Santiago. If it was worthy of commendation at that time, I am at a
loss to understand how it could have grown into reprehensible conduct, as
suggested by Admiral Sampson in his letter of July 10, 18D8, some six
weeks later.

Very respectfully,

W. S. SCHLEY,

Rear Admiral, U S. N.
Hon. ETTGEME HALE, Chairman, etc., Washington, D. C.

The further answer to this letter by Mr. Long was not sub-
mitted to the writer^ but it dealt in the main with excuses about
letter No. 7, which somebody had suppressed. Mr. Long's reply
sought by insinuation to convey the impression that it had been
withheld by the commander of the Second Squadron, when he
knew, or ought to have known, that the naval regulations require
copies of all orders issued by the commander-in-chief to be for-
warded to the department when issued, and at the end of the
cruise all official papers received by subordinate officers are re-
quired to be sent likewise. This the commander of the Second
Squadron did. If the officer who wrote it failed to transmit a
copy it was unfortunate. If the officials who compiled the docu-
ments failed to include it, there can be no doubt it was a grave
blunder.rd at much greater speed than the speed of the
